Training Report on Smart Fisheries Resource Management

A five-day training programme on Smart Fisheries Resource Management was conducted from 4
to 8 May 2026 at ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), Mumbai, for
officers of the Chhattisgarh State Fisheries Department. The programme was organized by the
Department of Fisheries Resources Management, ICAR-CIFE, with the objective of
strengthening the technical, digital, and field-level capacities of fisheries officials for improved
fisheries governance and sustainable resource management. The programme was conducted
under the overall guidance of Dr. B. B. Nayak and under the leadership of Dr. Narottam Prasad
Sahu, Director, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai.

The training programme offered a well-structured blend of academic sessions, practical
demonstrations, digital applications, and field exposure. On the first day, activities included
registration, inauguration, pre-evaluation, and exposure visits to the Aquatic Biodiversity
Museum and Repository, Aquaculture Complex, Aquaponics Unit, RAS facility, and Ornamental
Fish Hatchery. Participants also attended sessions on fish taxonomy, prompt engineering,
laboratory exposure, QGIS mapping, and infographic preparation.

The second day focused on several contemporary and emerging themes in fisheries resource
management. These included climate resilience in fisheries, recent advances in inland fisheries
management, Al tools for reporting, practical use of ChatGPT in official work, fish stock
assessment methods, responsible social media usage, remote sensing applications, invasive fishes
and their impact assessment, UAV applications in fisheries, and algal blooms and their
implications for the sector.

The third and fourth days provided valuable field exposure through visits to the Lonavala
Mahseer Hatchery and associated inland fisheries systems, as well as to Garware and an eco-
tourism centre. These visits enabled participants to observe practical aspects of fisheries resource
management, conservation, and livelihood-linked field applications. The programme concluded
with discussion sessions, participant feedback, and a valedictory function.

The training brought together 10 officers from different districts and offices of Chhattisgarh,
including 6 male officers and 4 female officers. The participants were Aravind Dansena, Hinglaj
Sahu, Gaurank Kumar Verma, Kamlesh Kumar Yadav, Monika G, Pitamber Prasad Sidar,
Padmani Chandravanshi, Pragati Paikra, Saurabh Maurya, and Vikas Kumar Sahu. They
represented various locations and offices, including Jashpur Nagar, Bilaspur, Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki, Durg, Bijapur, Ambikapur, Raigarh, Dantewada, and New Raipur.



Overall, the training programme was highly relevant and useful in enhancing the professional
knowledge, technical understanding, and practical competencies of fisheries department officers.
By integrating fisheries resource management concepts with digital tools, applied learning, and
field demonstrations, the programme is expected to contribute significantly to improved fisheries
planning, monitoring, conservation, and administration in Chhattisgarh.
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