Scientific Aquaculture Outreach Initiative: Bridging Innovation and
Livelihoods in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra

Under the Scientific Aquaculture Outreach Initiative aimed at bridging innovation
with rural livelihoods, a Training-cum-Input Distribution Programme on “Modern
Methods of Freshwater Aquaculture” was organized at Gadchiroli, Maharashtra, on 17-
18 February 2026 in collaboration with the Department of Fisheries and the College of
Fisheries Science, Nagpur. The initiative was designed to transfer location-specific
scientific technologies directly to fish farmers, thereby strengthening livelihood
opportunities, particularly among rural and tribal communities of the region. The two-
day programme focused on translating research-based aquaculture innovations into
practical, field-level applications. Technical sessions covered scientific pond preparation,
water quality management, composite fish culture, quality seed selection, feed
management, and fish health management. Special emphasis was placed on sustainable,
low-cost, and productivity-enhancing practices to improve farm income and ensure long-
term livelihood security. The interactive format of the sessions encouraged active farmer
participation, enabling them to discuss field constraints and receive science-backed
solutions tailored to local conditions.

On the second day, practical demonstrations were conducted to familiarize the
participants with scientific feeding practices and efficient utilization of inputs. 150 ice
boxes and 150 fishing nets were distributed to beneficiaries to support the
implementation of improved practices at the field level. The distribution aimed to reduce
input constraints and encourage adoption of scientific aquaculture methods. The
programme witnessed active participation from fish farmers of Gadchiroli district, along
with officials from the Department of Fisheries and Dr. Prashant Telvekar, Dean, College
of Fisheries Science, Nagpur. The initiative helped strengthen the linkage between
farmers, technical experts, and the line department, thereby promoting coordinated
efforts for fisheries development in the district. Overall, the tour was successful and
productive. The programme significantly contributed to enhancing awareness,
improving technical knowledge, and motivating farmers to adopt modern freshwater
aquaculture practices. It is expected that the knowledge gained and inputs distributed
during the programme will lead to improved fish production and better livelihood
opportunities for farmers in Gadchiroli district. The programme was coordinated by Dr.
Kapil Sukhdhane., Dr. Sukham Munilkumar and Dr. Debajit Sarma of the aquaculture
division of ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education.
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Latitude: 20.148495
Longitude: 80.087855
Altitude: 105.0+24.0 m
Accuracy: 34.0 m

Time: 18-02-2026 13:01
Note: Fishery Training & Co|







