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Training-cum-input distribution programme on “Ornamental feed
production and culture practices” for the tribal fish farmers of Palghar,
Mabharashtra

The 3-day training-cum-input distribution programme on “Ornamental feed production and their
culture practices” for tribal farmers of Palghar region was organised from 9 to 11 February 2026 by
ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, in collaboration with KVK Palghar at KVK, Kosbad Hill, Palghar. The
objective of this programme was to develop an ornamental fish village and also to generate the
income and employment opportunities for the women and tribal youth. The programme was
inaugurated by Dr K.N. Mohanta, Head, Fish Nutrition, Biochemistry and Physiology (FNBP)
Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai, Dr Vilas Jadhav, Senior Scientist and Head, KVK, Palghar, Shri
Yadnesh Save, a progressive and award winning fish farmers of the Palghar region, and Dr Sikendra
Kumar, Senior Scientist, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai and Coordinator. At the outset, Dr Jadhav welcome the
participants and highlighted the importance of ornamental fish and feed in Palghar. In his inaugural
speech, Dr. Mohanta emphasised the importance given by both union and state governments for
promotion of ornamental fish under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojna (PMSSY). He also said
that like food fish, the feed constitutes about 50-60% of the operational cost and delivered a lecture on
ornamental feed production by using the local ingredients. Shri Save highlighted the that Mumbai is
one three major ornamental fish hubs in the country, there is great scope for taking up the ornamental
fish as profit making business by the tribal fish farmers of Palghar region since it is very near to the
Mumbai city. Dr Sikendra briefed about the three-day programme and the input to be distributed to
the selected Scheduled Tribe (ST) farmers. During the inauguration, a leaflet on ornamental fish
production, the training manual and an extension bulletin were also released. A total of 41 ST farmers
participated in this programme. During the training programme, the different hands-on practical
classes such as-training on fabrication of aquarium and their set-up, ornamental fish breeding and
culture live feed culture, pelleted fish feed production, feeding practices and aquarium management
were conducted for the participants. A total of 7 theory and 6 practical classes were conducted in the

programme. At the end of training, critical inputs such as glass aquarium, aquarium stands,



ornamental fish, feed, ornamental plants, aerators and air stones, etc. were distributed to the 40 ST
beneficiaries. The beneficiaries have been selected in group wise from different villages so that the
ornamental fish businesses can be continued and sustained in future to earn a living. The programme

was a great success with a very positive feedback from the participants.
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Fig 2: Inauguration of the training programme



Fig 3: A glimpse of the participants of the training programme

Fig 4: Inputs arranged for the distribution to the beneficiaries



Fig 5: Distribution of glass aquarium, aquarium stand, feed, fish, air pump etc to the selected

beneficiaries
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Fig 6: A view of ornamental fish distributed to the beneficiaries
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Fig 8: A view of ornamental feed distributed to the beneficiaries
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Fig 9: Group photo of the participants with the resource persons
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Fig 10: Print media coverage of the programme
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