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Valedictory and Prize Distribution Ceremony of Hindi Fortnight 2026

The valedictory and prize distribution ceremony of the Hindi Fortnight 2026,
which was held during 16-30 September, 2026, organized on October 5, 2026, at the
ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE), Mumbai, under the chairmanship
of the Institute's Director, Dr. N.P. Sahu. Renowned poet and comedian Shri Suraj
Tripathi, along with Shri Yogesh Mishra and Ms. Priyanka Sargam, graced the occasion
as distinguished guests. A Kavi Sammelan was also organized following the closing
ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion, Joint Director Dr. Kedar Nath Mohanta remarked that
we should view the Hindi language not merely as a constitutional obligation but as a
skill. By doing so, we can learn it more easily and maximize its use in our work.

Distinguished guest Shri Yogesh Mishra stated that Hindi connects us to our
roots. A loss of connection with the grassroots leads to alienation from our culture.
Any language is a gift from one's mother; thus, becoming estranged from one's own
language is akin to being separated from one's mother. He urged everyone present to
embrace Hindi wholeheartedly and strive for its progressive development.

Distinguished guest Ms. Priyanka Sargam noted that the Hindi language is rich
in emotion and that it is the duty of all to promote and propagate it. Quoting the
renowned litterateur Bharatendu Harischandra—"Progress in one's own language is
the root of all progress; without knowledge of one's own language, the anguish of the
heart cannot be dispelled"—she emphasized that we should use our language with
pride.

Distinguished guest Shri Suraj Tripathi remarked that Hindi is the ‘bindi’
(auspicious dot) of 'Hind' (India). Hindi will always shine with grace like a ‘bindi’ of
Mother India's forehead. In the current digital era, we have numerous tools available
for the promotion of Hindi. By utilizing these effectively to maximize the use of the
language, we can ensure the true and substantial development of Hindi as the Official
Language.

The Director Dr. N.P. Sahu, the Chairperson of the program, stated that to foster

the extensive growth of Hindi, it should be integrated with technology, and more



employment opportunities should be created within the language. We are all aware
that India is a multilingual country, yet Hindi serves as our primary link language; this
is because the vast majority of people in India either speak or understand Hindi. As
Central Government employees, it is our duty to contribute significantly to the
promotion and propagation of Hindi.

On this occasion, a book titled ‘Climate Change and Sustainable Aquaculture’
was also released by the distinguished guests.

Prizes and certificates were awarded by the guests to the winners of various
competitions held during the 'Hindi Fortnight'. Additionally, the 'Rajbhasha Shield' was
presented to the department and section that performed the most work in Hindi
during the 2025-26 period, and prizes were also awarded to participants in the
incentive scheme designed to encourage original work in Hindi.

Mr. Jagadeesan A.K., Joint Director (OL), welcomed the guests, while Ms. Rekha
Nair, Chief Technical Officer, proposed the vote of thanks. Dr. Paromita Banerjee
Sawant, Principal Scientist, conducted the proceedings of the entire program.

Following the valedictory and prize distribution ceremony, a Kavi Sammelan
(poetic symposium) was organized, featuring highly entertaining performances by Mr.

Suraj Tripathi, Mr. Yogesh Mishra, and Ms. Priyanka Sargam.
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