National Fish Farmers Day-2026
Organized Jointly by
ICAR- Central Institute of Fisheries Education Mumbai and
Department of Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra (Palghar)

The ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), Mumbai, in collaboration
with the Department of Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra (Palghar), celebrated National
Fish Farmers Day 2026 on 10 July 2026 under the guidance of Dr. N. P. Sahu, Director,
ICAR-CIFE. Held in conjunction with the International Year of the Woman Farmer
(IYWF)-2026, the programme brought together 116 participants, including fish farmers,
fisherwomen, fisheries cooperatives, scientists, extension professionals, and Department of
Fisheries officials, and commemorated the pioneering contributions of Dr. Hiralal Chaudhuri
and Dr. A. H. Alikunhi to induced breeding in Indian aquaculture.

In his inaugural address, Dr. K. N. Mohanta, Joint Director (Acting), ICAR-CIFE, stressed
scientific aquaculture, value chain development, and capacity building toward India's target
of 40 million metric tonnes of fish production by 2047, while highlighting Maharashtra's
fisheries potential, the need to boost domestic fish consumption and deep-sea fishing, and the
importance of formal fisheries education for youth.

On behalf of the Department of Fisheries, Palghar, Mrs. Deepali Bandhakar, Assistant
Fisheries Commissioner, and Mr. Vinod Lahare, AFDO, welcomed the participants. Dr.
Arpita Sharma, Head, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, outlined the programme's objectives,
underscoring science-led extension in strengthening fish farming livelihoods.

The technical session, "Man Ki Baat — Matsya Kisan Ke Sath", moderated by Dr. Shivaji D.
Argade and Dr. Neha Qureshi, featured expert sessions by ICAR-CIFE scientists and
Department officials on scientific stocking and cage culture (Dr. Kapil Sukhdhane),
responsible minimum-harvest-size practices (Dr. Karan Kumar Ramteke), integrated
shrimp-seaweed farming (Dr. Madhuri Pathak), low-cost feed from fish-waste hydrolysis (Dr.
Sikendra Kumar), pond/soil health and fertilizer management (Dr. Ankush Kamble), and
drone/ICT applications and jellyfish utilization (Dr. Ananthan P. S. and Mr. Abuthagir I. S.).
Officials also briefed farmers on beneficiary-oriented government schemes, including the
Mukhyamantri Matsya Sampada Yojana.

A major highlight was the felicitation of ten progressive fish farmers, fisherwomen, and
fisheries cooperatives from Palghar and Thane districts for contributions in shrimp farming,
RAS, hatchery development, carp culture, mud crab farming, cage culture, and fish
processing. A farmer from the Sahyadri Group, Padoshi, thanked ICAR-CIFE and the
Department of Fisheries on behalf of the fisher and fish farmers.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Arpita Sharma. Carry baskets were
distributed to women fish vendors under the ICAR-funded project "Swachhta Action Plan
and the Commercial Utilization of Fish Waste From Urban Fish Markets."

The event was organized by the FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, coordinated by Dr. Arpita
Sharma, Dr. Neha Qureshi, and Dr. Shivaji D. Argade, and closed with a video developed by
research scholars Vadra, Akshata, Nishant, Kaushal, and Akhilesh.
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