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Day 2: 12 March 2026                 Venue: Auditorium

Day 2: Policy Roundtable for Enabling 

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem in Fisheries (E3F)

A structured, outcome-oriented workshop focusing on 
specific challenges, review of existing policies, 
programmes, and institutions, and evolving actionable 
pol icy  recommendat ions  to  strengthen the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in fisheries. 

09:30 - 10:00 : Briefing of day 1 

10:00 - 10:40 : Synthesising Report & Key 
Takeaways from Day 1 

10:40 - 11:00 : Key Challenges for Fisheries Start-ups 
in India 

11:00 - 11:15 : Tea Break

11:15 - 12.15 : Panel I

  Policy and Institutional Enablers for 
Fisheries Start-ups
( Status Review of / feedback on 
existing policies, programs/schemes, 
institutional mechanisms & 
implementation issues: what works 
and what needs reform? easing credit 
and capital; incubation and technical 
back-up, etc.)

12:15 - 13:15  : Panel II

  Technology Commercialization and 
Ground-Level Start-upChallenges 

  ( I n t e g r a t i n g :  G o v e r n m e n t 
–Univers ity–Start-up l inkages; 
technology transfer mechanisms; 
field-level constraints and strategic 
so lut ions ;  entrepreneursh ip  in 
fisheries education / institutionalizing 
start-ups in curricula)

13:15 - 13:45 : Consolidation of Key 
Recommendations & Action 
Roadmap 

13:45 - 14:30 : Lunch

Day 1 : 11 March 2026                Venue: Auditorium 

Fisheries Start-up & Aquapreneurship 

Stakeholders' Meet

A convergence and startup-focused platform 
emphasizing market readiness, finance readiness, 
ecosystem opportunities, experience sharing, pitching, 
and startup exhibition.

09:30 - 10:00 : Registration
10:00 - 10:45 : Inaugural Session

10:45–11:00 : Tea Break

11:00 - 12:00  : Panel Discussion I

  “From Pond to Plate: How Fisheries 
Startups Can Build Scalable, 
Premium Brands”

12:00- 13:00 : Panel Discussion II
  “Fueling the Blue Economy: Finance 

& Funding Readiness for Fisheries 
Startups”

01:00 - 02:00 :  Lunch

02:00 - 02:45 :  Start-up Stories: Experience Sharing 
(Interactive Session)

02:45 - 03:30 :  Start-up Exhibition & Stakeholder 
Networking 

  The exhibition is scheduled as a stand 
alone session to provide adequate 
time for exhibitors to present their 
i n n ov at i o n s  i n  d e t a i l  a n d  fo r 
stakeholders to have meaningful 
interactions and connections with 
them.

03:30 - 04:30 : Start-up Pitches (3-5 minutes each) 

 Agenda & Programme 
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• Improved awareness, engagement, networking, and collaboration among stakeholders, including students in 

• Practical insights on marketing, �nance, government schemes, and ecosystem challenges for entrepreneurs.

• Consolidated and actionable policy recommendations for improving schemes, institutional frameworks, and 

technology transfer mechanisms.

• A draft action roadmap for strengthening entrepreneurship in �sheries through structured multi-stakeholder 

collaborations.
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoaPLmnE4NWzoD756

Location

  

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

   
   

 

 

 
     

  

   
  

     

  
      

   
    

    

 
       
      

      
        
        

  

         
         

      
   

       
        
    
       
      
     
       

 
       

      
      
        

          

        
         
      

   

     
        
    
       
      
     
       

 

       
      

      
        
        
  

        
         
      

   

     
        
    
       
      
     
       

About  the  Programme

India's  fisheries  and  aquaculture  sector  is
experiencing a transformational phase, emerging
as  one  of  the  fastest-growing  food  production
systems and a vital contributor to livelihoods and
food  security. With  rising  investments,
technological  innovations,  and  supportive  public
policies, the sector offers immense opportunities
for  entrepreneurship  and  enterprise
development.

In  this  context,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Industry
Academia  Collaboration  Programme  of  ICAR-
CIFE,  the  Fisheries  Economics,  Extension  and
Statistics  (FEES)  Division  of  ICAR–CIFE,
Mumbai,  is  organizing   “Enabling
Entrepreneurship  Ecosystem  in  Fisheries:
Stakeholders' Meet  and  Policy  Roundtable
Conference”  on  11 March 2026. This initiative is
designed  to  nurture, connect,  and  empower
fisheries  entrepreneurs  and  innovators  while
bridging critical gaps in the ecosystem.

The  programme  will  bring  together  start-ups,
aquapreneurs,  NGOs,  FFPOs,  progressive  fish
farmers,  co-operatives,  researchers,  
and academicians  to  exchange ideas  and share
their  experiences. Participants  will  discuss
challenges, strategies  to  overcome  the
challenges,  and  pathways  to  successfully
scale  their  ventures  while  contributing
to  the  growth  of  fisheries  entrepreneurship
ecosystem.

Student  innovators  from  CIFE  will  present  their
innovative  ideas  and  learn  from  the
deliberations  of  resource  persons. 

Programme  Objectives
• Promote  innovation  and  entrepreneurship  in 

fisheries  and  aquaculture

• Strengthen  l inkages  among  start-ups,
investors,  and  institutions

• Encourage  policy  dialogue  for  ecosystem 
development

Who  Can  Participate?

The  programme  welcomes  anyone  interested  in  
fisheries  and  aquaculture  entrepreneurship,
including  students,  professionals,  and
stakeholders  across  the  value  chain.

 

       
      

      
        
        
  

        
         
      

   

     
       
     

       
 
      
     
       

Expected Outcomes

 Enhanced awareness,engagement,networking,
and collaboration among stakeholders,including 
students,in fisheries start-up ecosystem
development.

 Consolidated and actionable policy
recommendations.

 Policy paper for strengthening entrepreneurship
in fisheries through structured ICAR-CIFE and
multi-stakeholder collaborations.

ICAR-CIFE,  Mumbai

ICAR–Central  Institute  of  Fisheries  Education  (ICAR–CIFE)  is  a
premier  Deemed University  and  national  centre  of 
excellence  dedicated  to  �sheries  education,  research,  and
extension  in  India.  Established  in  1961  and  headquartered  in
Mumbai,  the  Institute  functions  under  the  Indian  Council  of
Agricultural  Research  (ICAR).

With  over  six  decades  of  distinguished  service,  CIFE  has
played  a  pivotal  role  in  human  resource  development  for  the
�sheries  and  aquaculture  sector producing  thousands  of 
skilled  professionals,  scientists,  and leaders.

The  University  offers  postgraduate  and  doctoral 
programmes  in  �sheries  science  and  allied  disciplines,
supported  by  state-of-the-art  infrastructure,  national  and 
international  collaborations,  and  a  strong  research  and 
outreach  network.
Through  quality  education,  innovative  research,  and  capacity
building,  ICAR–CIFE  contributes  signi�cantly  to  sustainable
�sheries  development,  food  security,  and  the  blue  economy.
(https://www.cife.edu.in/)
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Registration Link
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12kXCaOImLhTF978YdTw6oTGh7pZH_i838nCrLvkwLok/edit?ts=69a7baff 

 

      

  
             
 

       

       
       

       
       

         
        

        
        

 
         

 

      

  
             
 

       
      
       
       
       

         
        

        
        

 
         

Organizing Team
Patron

Dr. N.P Sahu, Director  (Acting),  ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Convenor and Co-Convenor

Dr. Arpita Sharma, Principal  Scientist and Head of the Division, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

D. 

Experts

Dr. Debajit Sarma, Head,  Aquaculture Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Dr. K.N. Mohanta, Head,  FNBP Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Dr. B.B Nayak, Head,  FRHPHM Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Dr. Mukunda Goswami, Head, FGB Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai
Dr. Megha Bedekar, Head, AEHM Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Organizing Secretaries

Dr. Neha W. Qureshi, Senior Scientist, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Dr. Prasenjit Pal, Senior Scientist, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Coordinators

Dr. Ankush Kamble, Senior Scientist, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Dr. Shivaji Argade, Senior Scientist, FEES Division, ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai

Student coordinators

Mr. Talib Mohammad, Mr.Vijendra Kumar, Mr. Mahesh Sharma, Ms. Benu Kumari

Contacts

Dr. Neha Qureshi:  nehaq@cife.edu.in
Dr. Prasenjit Pal:    prasenjitstat@cife.edu.in 
Dr. Arpita Sharma: hod.fees@cife.edu.in



About the Programme

India's fisheries and aquaculture sector is witnessing 
a transformational phase, emerging as one of the 
fastest-growing food production systems and a 
major contributor to livelihoods and food security. 
With rising investments, technological innovations, 
and supportive public policies, the sector offers 
immense opportunities for entrepreneurship and 
e n t e r p r i s e  d e ve l o p m e n t .  T h e  “ E n a b l i n g 
Entrepreneurship Ecosystem in Fisheries (E3F): 
Stakeholders' Meet and Policy Roundtable 
Conference” is an initiative designed to nurture, 
connect, and empower fisheries entrepreneurs and 
innovators. The programme aims to bridge critical 
gaps in awareness, capacity building, finance, 
market access, and policy support by creating a 
vibrant multi-stakeholder platform.

This programme is organized by Fisheries 
Economics, Extension and Statistics (FEES) Division 
of ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education 
(CIFE), Mumbai in collaboration with FISH HUB, 
National Institute of Agricultural Extension 
Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad, on 11-12 
March 2026 at ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai.

Over two intensive days, the programme will bring 
together start-ups, aquapreneurs, investors, 
incubators, academicians, policymakers, and 
development partners to exchange ideas, showcase 
innovations, and co-create sustainable business 
models. Through keynote sessions, expert panels, 
start-up pitching, exhibitions, mentoring and policy 
dialogues, participants will gain practical insights 
and strategic direction to scale their ventures and 
strengthen the fisheries startup ecosystem.

Programme Objectives
• Promote innovation and entrepreneurship in 

fisheries and aquaculture

• Strengthen l inkages among start-ups, 
investors, and institutions

• Facilitate access to finance, technology, and 
markets

• Encourage policy dialogue for ecosystem 
development

Who Can Participate?

A l l  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n y  k i n d  o f 
entrepreneurship in fisheries and aquaculture 
entrepreneurship are welcome to participate. 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai 
ICAR–Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR–CIFE) is a 
premier Deemed-to-be-University and national centre of 
excellence dedicated to �sheries education, research, and 
extension in India. Established in 1961 and headquartered in 
Mumbai, the Institute functions under the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR). With over six decades of 
distinguished service, CIFE has played a pivotal role in human 
resource development for the �sheries and aquaculture sector, 
producing thousands of skilled professionals, scientists, and 
leaders. The University offers postgraduate and doctoral 
programs in �sheries science and allied disciplines, supported by 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, national and international 
collaborations, and a strong research and outreach network. 
Through quality education, innovative research, and capacity 
building, ICAR–CIFE contributes signi�cantly to sustainable 
�sheries development, food security, and the blue economy. 
(https://www.cife.edu.in/)

Mandate

• Conduct postgraduate programmes in �sheries sciences, 
offering advanced education leading to Master's and 
Doctoral degrees in specialized �sheries disciplines.

• Basic and strategic research in frontier areas of �sheries 
science to generate new knowledge and technologies.

• Human resource development, capacity building and skill 
development through training, education and extension 
activities targeted at students, professionals, entrepreneurs, 
farmers and �shers. 

MANAGE
The National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management 
(MANAGE), an autonomous organization under the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India is an apex 
body for Agricultural Extension Management in India. MANAGE 
offers services like Capacity building, Management Education, 
Piloting and Implementing Flagship National Schemes, 
Consultancy, Research, Knowledge Management and Policy 
Advocacy in Agricultural Extension Management.

(https://www.manage.gov.in).

MANAGE-FISHub
MANAGE-Fisheries Innovation and Startup Hub (MANAGE-
FISHub) is a national- level incubation and innovation platform 
established at the National Institute of Agricultural Extension 
Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad, in 2025 with the support of 
the Department of Fisheries (DoF), Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying (MoFAHD), Government of India. 
MANAGE-FISHub aims to transform India's �sheries and 
aquaculture sector through innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
ecosystem development by mentoring and promoting �sheries 
startups, creating employment and entrepreneurial opportunities 
aligned with national priorities, and enabling the rapid 
commercialization of technologies emerging from research, 
academia, and individual innovators.

 (https://www.manage.gov.in/manage�shub/)
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Enabling Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystem in Fisheries : 
Stakeholders' Meet & 
Policy Roundtable

Programme Schedule

Venue: ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai Auditorium (Ground Floor)

Time: 9.30 A.M. to 5.30 P.M.




