




  





 

 



  



Under the SCSP component, ICAR-CIFE  conducted six training and capacity-building programs, benefiting over 
372 Scheduled Caste beneficiaries in 2023. The programs were conducted in the States of Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
Gujrat, Manipur, Bihar, Maharashtra, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Meghalaya, Andhra Pradesh, and Tripura.

A three-day skill development training program on "Aquaculture technologies as livelihood options” (in Bengali) 
was organized from 08-10 February 2023 at ICAR-CIFE, Kolkata Centre. Training covered the integrated fish 

farming systems, ornamental fish culture, analysis of water quality parameters using CIFE water testing kits, and 
demonstration of prophylactic control measures for fish diseases. A total of 20 Scheduled Caste female fish 
farmers from Malda actively participated and received critical inputs for fish farming.   



A three-day skill development training program on "Aquaculture technologies as livelihood options” was 
organized at ICAR-CIFE, Kolkata Centre on 14-16 February 2023 for 20 Scheduled Caste fish farmers of Gosaba, 
Sunderban, South 24 Parganas districts. The training covered contents on nursery and rearing pond management 
techniques for raising carp seed, feed, and feeding strategies in composite culture, freshwater aquaculture and 
culture of magur, homemade feed & common disease problems in aquaculture, monosex tilapia culture, pangus 
farming, freshwater prawn farming and soil and water quality management using pH kit & DO kit developed by 
ICAR-CIFE.  

A three-day skill development training program on "Freshwater pearl farming and entrepreneurship 
development" was organized at ICAR-CIFE, Kolkata Centre on 14-16 March 2023 for 12 fish farmers from Malda, 
Hooghly, North 24 Parganas, and South 24 Parganas districts of West Bengal. Training covered pond management 
practices in fish farming, different implantation techniques in the pearl culture, preparation of the nuclear beads, 
physiology, anatomy, and basics of freshwater mussels, harvesting, value addition and marketing of pearl, feeding 
of the freshwater mussels using algal culture, culture of chlorella & spirulina and soil and water quality 
management using pH kit & DO kit developed by ICAR-CIFE.   

The ICAR-CIFE, Kolkata Centre organized a five day entrepreneurship-cum-skill development training program on 
“Value-Added Fish Products” from 20-24 March 2023 for 12 (9 female. 3 male) SC participants from different parts 
of West Bengal such as Murshidabad, Sonarpur, Canning 1 and Nimpith. The program provided a hands-on 



demonstration on preparing different value-added fish products such as prawn pickles, prawn spicy masala 
powder, fish momos, fish sausage, fish cutlets, fish balls, fish fingers, and fish popcorn. The trainees were also given 
a chance to prepare customized prawn pickles based on the regional preferences of the ingredients. A set of 
processing equipment (mincer, weighing balance, steamer, and gas burner) was distributed to all trainees to help 
them start a small food venture. 

ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai organized a discussion forum on “Fish farming in plastic lined farm ponds” at Karjat, 
Ahmednagar (Maharashtra) on 23 November 2023 for 23 scheduled caste farmers. The discussion with farmers 
was held on various difficulties in plastic-lined farm ponds while doing fish farming, the value and advantages of 
fish farming in plastic-lined farm ponds, and how to make fish farming successful in plastic-lined farm ponds.  

The training on “Seed enrichment through lined pond based semi-bio floc technology" (In Hindi) was organized 
during 22-28 December 2023 for 20 SC youths at ICAR-CIFE Motipur center. The local farm visit was arranged at 
Jasaulipakri Dayal and the nearby culture area. For advanced culture, the biofloc-based aquaculture visit was 
planned to see the farm and operation by Mr. Abhishek Kumar Kanhauli Vaishali. The program was successfully 
completed, and certificates were distributed to participants and beneficiaries along with seed and cash for travel 
support. 



7. Broodstock management, induced  21-30 March, 2023 5 (5+0)  M. A. Pathan, 
 breeding and nursery rearing of  Rohtak (HR)  Babitha Rani A. M.
 common carp in inland saline    Pankaj Kumar 
 aquaculture system         Sreedharan K. 

8. On-farm training and demonstration  9 March - 7 April, 2023 10 (10+0)  Babitha Rani A.M. 
 in inland saline aquaculture Rohtak (HR)   Pankaj Kumar 

9. Demonstration and hands-on  04- 13 March, 2023  15 (12+ 03) S. K. Nayak
 training on ornamental fish rearing  Powarkheda (MP)  D. Reang,  H. Haridas 
 and breeding and aquaculture of 
 pedigreed common carp seed     

10. Machali swashthya prabhandhan  20 December, 2023  15 (13+ 02)  A. Sharma, S. K. Nayak
 Powarkheda (MP)    D. Reang, H. Haridas 

11. Shrimp culture  6-15 March, 2023   10 (10+0)  Muralidhar P. Ande,  
  Kakinada (AP)  Karthireddy Syamala  
    P. Srinivasa Rao  
    M. Usha Rani 

12. Seed production and culture 09-13 October, 2023  8 (5+3)  Shamna N. , Vidhya V.  
 techniques of Clarias magur   Kakinada (AP)   P. Srinivasa Rao 

13. Feed-based aquaculture  16-18 August, 2023 40 (38+2)  Parimal Sardar 
  technologies as livelihood options  Kolkata (WB)   Sweta Pradhan 

14. Freshwater pearl farming and   14-16 March, 2023   14 (7+7)  Sweta Pradhan 
 entrepreneurship development Kolkata (WB)

15. Fish breeding and hatchery  22-24 August, 2023  20 (17+3)  Dilip Kumar Singh
 management  Lower Dibang Valley   Gouranga Biswas 
  (Assam) 

16. Freshwater pearl farming and    9-13 October, 2023   20 (18+2)  Sweta Pradhan 
 entrepreneurship development Kolkata (WB)

17. Modern methods of freshwater    6-8 December, 2023   50 (43+7)  Suman Manna 
 aquaculture Sonamukhi, Bankura

18. Market networking for value   2-3 February,2023  40  Amjad Balange 
 added fish products   R. K. Majumdar
    Avinash Sable 

19. Fatty acid analysis of fish and feed  27-29 March,  2023  8  Layana P. 
 samples    Martin Xavier K. A. 



The NEH program, operating in eastern India, encompasses a wide array of initiatives aimed at bolstering 
fisheries practices and enhancing livelihoods. Its core offerings are comprehensive training programs designed to 
impart scientific farming techniques explicitly tailored for carp cultivation. These sessions equip participants, 
predominantly rural farmers, with the knowledge and skills needed to optimize their fisheries output, fostering 
sustainable practices and bolstering regional food security. The NEH program, by far, covered the eastern and 
northeastern parts of India. The programs conducted comprised training on scientific farming of carp, training-
cum-demonstration program on fish breeding and culture for the rural farmers of lower Dibang Vally, skill 
Development program on the preparation of value-added fish products, mass scale production of pure fish seed 
of indigenous commercially important minor carp, Labeo calbasu, for improving livelihood and nutritional 
security of rural farmers. Skill-oriented training program on aquarium fabrication & ornamental fish keeping for 
entrepreneurship development, integrated farming systems, sustainable freshwater aquaculture practice for 
livelihood improvement, ornamental fish culture and aquarium management, integrated fish culture and fish 
health management. The NEH program extends its reach to address the intricacies of fish breeding and culture, 
mainly targeting rural communities in areas like the Lower Dibang Valley. Through training and demonstration 
sessions, farmers are educated on best practices in fish breeding, focusing on indigenous species. By empowering 
local communities to cultivate fish effectively, the program enhances livelihood opportunities and contributes to 
the conservation of native aquatic ecosystems.A total of 1042 individuals benefitted from the NEH programs 
organized by ICAR-CIFE, with 497 male and 545 female participants.  

The NEH programs covered 19 districts insix states. The trainings were conducted in districts such as Lower 
Dibang Valley, Changlang, Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Udalguri, Darrang, Dhalai, Gandacherra, Tinsukia, South Garo 
Hills, Wangbal, Unakoti, Imphal East, Aizwal, Gangtok, Churanchandpur, Thoubal, Moreh, Bishnupur and 
Nagoan. The states covered under the NEH program are Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, and Mizoram. In addition to fostering technical expertise, the NEH program places significant emphasis 
on skill development to enable rural entrepreneurs to diversify their income streams through value-added fish 
product preparation. By imparting knowledge on processing techniques and product innovation, the program 
empowers individuals to capitalize on the market demand for processed fish products, creating sustainable 
economic opportunities and fostering local entrepreneurship. Furthermore, the NEH program prioritizes 
distributing fisheries-related inputs among beneficiaries, including essential supplies like fish fingerlings, feed 
and water testing kits. This comprehensive support infrastructure ensures that participants have access to the 
resources necessary to effectively implement the skills and techniques they acquire through the program. 
Through collaborative efforts with institutes and KVKs, the program strives to maximize its impact, reaching 
communities across 19 districts and six states in the eastern region of India, ultimately driving positive 
socioeconomic change and sustainable development.  CIFE collaborated with the local Institutes and KVKs to 
conduct the programs. 














































































