REPORT ON

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
CONFERENCE 2.0 (ISC 2.0)

“Fellowships and Education Processes in India and Abroad”
24-25 July 2026 | Virtual Mode

The International Students Conference 2.0 (ISC 2.0) was organised by the students of
ICAR—Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), Mumbai, with institutional and
faculty support. Conducted virtually through Zoom and YouTube on 24th and 25th July 2026,
the conference aimed to create awareness of higher-education, research and fellowship
opportunities available in India and abroad, particularly for students of fisheries, aquaculture
and allied sciences.

The conference was structured around two major themes: “Global Opportunities —
International Fellowships Available for Fisheries and Aquatic Science Students” and “Study
in India — Fellowships Available for International Students.” Combining Both the Days 1000
participants joined through Zoom and 1400 through YouTube, demonstrating strong interest
in international education, scholarships and career-development opportunities.

The sessions featured fellowship awardees, researchers and students from universities and
institutions across Norway, Israel, Belgium, Austria, Germany, Poland, Canada, Japan, the
United States, Thailand, Australia and India. Speakers discussed prominent funding
pathways, including the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Fellowship, Erasmus Mundus Joint
Master’s Programme, DAAD Fellowship, MEXT Scholarship, Alberta Graduate Excellence
Scholarship, Warsaw4PhD, FWF-funded doctoral programmes, graduate research
assistantships and university research scholarships.

The Study in India sessions included international students and alumni from Nigeria,
Ethiopia, Cameroon, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. They shared experiences
of fellowships such as the ICAR International Fellowship, India—Africa Fellowship
Programme, Netaji Subhas—ICAR International Fellowship, ICCR Scholarship, ASEAN
Fellowship, Suborno Jayanti Scholarship and C. V. Raman International Fellowship for
African Researchers.

Panel discussions provided practical guidance on identifying suitable fellowships, improving
academic profiles, preparing curricula vitae, statements of purpose and research proposals,
contacting supervisors, attending interviews, completing visa and travel procedures and
adapting to new academic and cultural environments. Speakers also highlighted the
importance of research exposure, publications, networking, confidence and careful
documentation.

The conference received 2,202 registration submissions from 38 recognised countries,
including 1,946 registrations from India and 252 international registrations. Nigeria
represented the largest international group. Within India, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Kerala,



Andhra Pradesh and Bihar recorded the highest participation. Female participants accounted
for 50.4% of registrations and male participants for 49.5%, indicating nearly balanced gender
representation.

Undergraduate and postgraduate students constituted approximately 80% of the registered
audience, confirming the need for beginner-friendly and application-oriented guidance. A
total of 73.3% of participants selected both conference themes, while 96.4% requested
e-certificates. Significant improvement in understanding was reported by 66.2% of Day 1
respondents and 69.7% of Day 2 respondents. More than 82% stated that they would
definitely recommend the programme, while over 90% expressed interest in participating in
ISC 3.0.

Youtube Link for the Conference Recordings:

Day1: https://youtube.com/live/BTTdIP;87t4?feature=share

Day 2: https://youtube.com/live/csMNhosPoVA?feature=share

ISC 2.0 successfully connected aspiring students with fellowship awardees and international
scholars while demonstrating the leadership, teamwork and digital-event management
capabilities of the ICAR-CIFE student organising team. Future editions may incorporate live
application clinics, document-review sessions, structured speaker networking, a consolidated
scholarship resource booklet and follow-up mentoring. Overall, ISC 2.0 significantly
contributed to student empowerment, global fisheries education and international academic
collaboration.

Salient Recommendation

Based on the deliberations and participant feedback, future editions of the International
Students Conference should adopt a more application-oriented and sustained support
approach. Key recommendations include organising live fellowship application clinics,
individual or group-based reviews of curricula vitae, statements of purpose and research
proposals, mock interview sessions, and practical guidance on contacting supervisors, visa
procedures and academic mobility. A regularly updated digital handbook containing
fellowship details, eligibility requirements, application timelines and useful links should also
be developed. Structured networking with speakers, fellowship awardees and alumni,
followed by short- and long-term mentoring, would help students receive continued guidance
beyond the conference. Considering that most participants were undergraduate and
postgraduate students, beginner-friendly sessions, country-specific guidance and step-by-step
application demonstrations should be prioritised. Establishing an international student and
alumni network, strengthening institutional collaborations and conducting periodic follow-up
assessments would further improve the reach, continuity and measurable impact of future ISC
programmes. Post Conference networking are also suggested.
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